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PROHIBITION IN HAWAII. 



WED2TESDAY, DEGEMBEB 18, 1916. 

UNn'ED States Senate, 
Committee on Pacific Islands and Porto Kico, 

WaaJdngton^ D, C. 

The committee met in room 232, Senate Office Building, at 10.30 
o'clock, a. m., pursuant to call, Senator John F. Shafroth presiding. 

Present: Senators Shafroth (chairman), Saulsbury, Vardaman, 
Poindexter, and Clapp. 

Also present: Clarence True Wilson, general secretary Board of 
Temperance, Prohibition, and Public Morals of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church; E. C. Dinwiddle, superintendent Antisaloon League; 
Rev. John W. Wadman, Dr. John McMurray, Mrs. Margaret Dye 
Ellis, of the W. C. T. U. 

The committee proceeded to consider the bill (S. 3071) "To pro- 
hibit the importation of intoxicating liquors into the Territory of 
Hawaii and to prohibit the manufacture and sale of such liquors 
therein," which is as follows t 

S. 3071. A bill to prohibit the im porta tion of intoxicating liquors into the Territory 
of Hawaii ana to prohibit the manufacture and sale of such liquors therein. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That on and after the first day of Janunry, 
nineteen hundred and seventeen, it shaU be unlawful for any person to import, 
ship, receive, or aid or assist In importing, shipping, or receiving into the Terri- 
tory of Hawaii any spirituous, vinous, malt, or any kind of intoxicating liquor 
by whatsoever name it may be called, from any State or Territory of the United 
States, or from the District of Columbia, or from any foreign country, or from 
any dependency or Territorial or island possession of the United States, or 
within said Territory to manufacture, sell, offer for sale, or keep in stock for 
sale any such Intoxicating liquor, except only as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2. That the Governor of the Territory of Hawaii shall appoint, for a 
term of three years and may at pleasure remove, an agent for the Territory 
of Hawaii to be designated the liquor agent, who shall maintain his principal 
office and place of business In the following towns in said Territory, to wit, 
Hllo, Wailuku, and Llhue. Each of such branch offices shall be In charge of a 
subagent appointed by the agent with the consent and approval of the gov- 
ernor. Each subagent shall be appointed for a term of three years, and may 
be removed at any time by the agent acting ynder the approval of the governor. 
The agent shall receive a salary of $3,000 a year, and each subagent a salary of 
$1,800 a year, to be paid by the Territory of Hawaii. 

Sec. 3. That said agent only may Import intoxicating liquors Into said Ter- 
ritory, and may, personally or through subagents, sell the same for medicinal 
and sacramental purposes only. Sales for medicinal purposes shall be made 
only upon the written prescription of a duly licensed practicing physician, 
which prescription shall be filled but once and shall remain on file with said 
agent. Sales for sacramental purposes shall be made only upon the written 
requisition of a minister or other duly authorized officer of the church or re- 
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4 PROHIBITION IN HAWAn. 

ligious organization requiring the same, whicli requisition shall be filled but 
once and shall remain* on file with said agent. 

Sec. 4. That said agent shall keep in his main office, and require said sub- 
agents to keep in the branch offices of which they are respectively in charge, 
an accurate register of every sale at such office, showing the amount sold, the 
date upon which the sale was made, the name of the purchaser, and the name 
of the physician or minister or other church officer on whose prescription or 
requisition said sale was made. 

Sec. 5. That no person who has been engaged in the manufacture or sale of 
intoxicating liquors within a period of five years shall be eligible for appoint- 
ment as a liquor agent or subagentr Frovided, however, That agents or sub- 
agents appointed hereunder shall be eligible for reappointment. 

Sec. 6. That any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of 
this act relating to the Importation, manufacture, or sale of Intoxicating liquors 
In the Territory of Hawaii shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $1,000 
or by imprisonment at hard labor for not exceeding two years or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Sec. 7. That any agent who shall import or sell any intoxicating liquors 
contrary to the provisions of this act or who shall fall to keep the register as 
required or any physician who shall give a prescription to any person for the 
purpose of enabling such person to obtain Intoxicating liquors for any other 
than medicinal purposes or any minister or other church officer who shall make 
a requisition for Intoxicating liquors except for sacramental purposes, shall 
be punished by a fine of not to exceed $500 or by fiiprisonment at hard labor 
for not to exceed two years or by both such fine and Imprisonment. 

Sec. 8. That before entering upon his duties the agent shall give a bond in 
the sum of $5,000, and each subagent shall give a bond in the sum of $1,000, 
running to the United States of America, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of the duties required under this act, and in such form as the governor 
shall approve. There shall be at least two sureties on each of such bonds whose 
qualifications and sufficiency shall be subject to the approval of the governor, 
and who shall each be required to justify In an amount not less than the 
amount of the bond : Providedy however. That a corporation, organized for the 
purpose of becoming surety on bonds of public officers authorized under the 
laws of the United States or of the Territory of Hawaii to act as surety and 
doing business in the Territory, under the provisions of the laws of the United 
States and of the Territory, if a corporation foreign to the Territory or under 
the laws of the Territory, If a Hawaiian corporation, may be accepted as surety 
in lieu of the personal sureties hereinbefore required whenever. In the opinion 
of the governor, the Interests of the public will be fully protected. In case of 
the conviction of any agent or subagent of any offense under this act. In addi- 
tion to the penalties hereinbefore prescribed, his bond shall be forfeited, and 
judgment upon such bond may be entered Immediately upon a judgment of con- 
viction. 

Sec. 9. That nothing In this act shall be construed as prohibiting the sale of 
denatured or wood alcohol for mechanical purposes. 

Sec. 10. That this act shall take effect from and after* January first, nine- 
teen hundred and seventeen. 

The Chairman. We will hear from Dr. John W. Wadman, super- 
intendent of the Antisaloon League of Hawaii. 

STATEMENT OF D&. TOHN W. WADICAN, STTPEEIirrENDENT OF 

THE ANTISALOON LHAGTJE OF BAWAU. 

Mr. Wadman. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, permit me to submit 
to you for your careful consideration the reasons why the people of 
Hawaii whom I have the honor to represent greatly desire the pas- 
sage of the bill now pending in Congress for the prohibition of the 
liquor traffic in the Territory of Hawaii. 

The Hawaiian Islands are situated 5,000 miles distant from the 
Capital and over 2,000 miles from the mainland. The Territory, 
therefore, needs the best Federal and paternal protection possible. 
For years throughout its history as an independent kingdom, but 
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more particularly since the annexation to the United States, it has 
been the prey of the forces which make for immorality and vice, 
flocking to its shores in increasing numbers. Just three weeks ago 
to-day 13 "pimps" were arrested in the segregated vice district 
of Honolulu for open and flagrant violation of the white-slavery 
laws, and it was found that all these men were from the Pacific coast 
or other places of the mainland, and the majority of them French- 
men. We need Federal protection. 

Hawaii is the greatest highway crossing in the world. Nearly all 
ships sailing from mainland ports, as well as those from Alaska, 
bound for Oriental destinations, as well as Australasia and for those 
of the South Seas, call at Honolulu for commercial purposes. In 
amount of custom receipts this busy little metropolis is classed as 
the thirteenth largest exporting and importing port in the Nation. 

The island of Oahu is to all intents and purposes a huge military 
and naval camp from the water front of Honolulu to the mountains 
around and about Leilehua, including Pearl Harbor with its vast 
naval improvements, making it the greatest station of the kind in 
the world. Upward of 9,000 soldiers are garrisoned on Oahu,' with 
a proposition to increase the number in the near future to an aggre- 
gate of 20,000 or more. These men are not free to come and go 
like others. They are obliged to stay for longer or shorter periods 
w^hether they like it or not. It is duty's call. They are under a kind 
of duress. In Hawaii they are at their weakest; distances are short; 
duty is light; restraints are few; the climate is subtropical; home- 
sickness is prevalent; the temptations to evil are ?ibundant; and it 
is just here w^here the liquor trust drives its foulest trade and works 
its saddest havoc, and any business that flourishes in selling poison 
to the soldier and sailor of the Nation in whose defense duty has 
summoned them should.be, for the sake of decency if not for effi- 
ciency and economy, driven forever from our shores. In this it may 
be confidently stated that while the military officers in charge of the 
forces in Hawaii do not feel that it is their place to take any initia- 
tive in a movement of this kind, yet a request presented to them 
through the proper channels would undoubtedly bring a strong 
indorsement to such a bill as proposed. 

And here let me quote one sentence from a letter written Congress- 
man Randall by Birg. Gen. John P. Wisser, in command of the 
military forces of the island of Oahu, under date of April 19, 1916, 
as follows [reading] : 

My interest in the general subject of prohibition prompts me to state that 
if the proposed le.a:i.slation meets the approval of such portion of ttie islands* 
population as would make the enforcement of it, if enacted certain I am sure 
great gooil would result from it. 

It should be noted also that in recent months an official order from 
the War Department at Washington, P. C, has barred liquor from 
all officers' messes and clubs at the different forts on Oahu, and 
following quickly upon this order the general in command of the 
Hawaiian lorces requested the board of liquor commissioners of 
Oahu to cancel the license of a notorious beer garden called " The 
Volcano," located in such close proximity tpi Schofield Barracks 
at Leilehua that a tunnel had been constructed under a ra41road bed 
in order tp make the access an^ esit for the soldieirs; ea^y a^d safe. 
So mauy crimes had been coaupj^ifiie^ t^Vat the lp|Q*9x4i9 in coao^lformity 
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to the request, peremptorily closed the place. This step was wisely 
taken, and yet no others were quite so nappy over the result as the 
saloon men of Honolulu, for they knew full well that their places 
will now do a more rushing business, since the distance of the bar- 
racks from the city is not so great as to hinder the men coming to 
town in larger numbers by railroad and autobusses. Indeed, the 
military authorities are obliged to police the trains with their own 
provost guards in order to preserve order and prevent outrages. 
All this makes our appeal for Federal prohibition the more urgent ; 
an appeal we are confident the Army and Navy officers themselves 
would heartily approve. 

It is well known that the Hawaiians are naturally a very docile, 
amiable, hospitable people, but with marked inability to resist the lure 
of alcohol, and because of their poverty it is mostly the cheaper con- 
coctions they imbibe, which produce madness and t^d greatly to 
deeds of violence as well as disease and death. These cheaper or 
so-called " rectified " liquors are sold mostly everywhere throughout 
the Territory under the provisions of wholesale licenses in quart 
"dago-red" bottles or "square-face" gin. It is the quality rather 
than the quantity which creates havoc and death, a fact which makes 
the tragedy all the more tragical and brands the liquor business with 
deeper blood stains. Prince Kalanianaole, our Delegate, has stated 
that his " people do not drink for the taste of liquor, but they drink 
to get drunk, and the liquor which makes him drunk the soonest is 
the liquor which he craves." 

In his charge to the Territorial grand jurors, Judge Clarence W. 
Ashford, of the First Circuit Court of Honolulu, January 14 last, 
in the Daily Advertiser of that morning is reported to have said: 
"Much of the crime prevalent here is primarily due to our indulgence 
of these cheap California wines commonly called ' dago red.' A way 
should be provided whereby those cheaper and more deadly poisons 
should be legislated out of existence. ' Dago red,' especially, should 
be placed under the ban of the law." 

Nor have the Hawaiians, among whom are men of stalwart char- 
acter, living clean, sober lives, and deeply interested in any move- 
ment for the welfare of their own people, been backward in their 
own efforts to secure governmental control of the liquor traffic in 
the interests of public welfare. Indeed, their past history furnishes 
examples unparalleled in this regard. 

Prior to the coming of white people to Hawaii, in the latter part 
of the eighteenth century, alcoholic liquors were unknown to the 
Hawaiians. The only thing that they had approximating an intoxi- 
cant was dried awa root, which, mixed with water, made a drink 
which was rather narcotic than intoxicating in its effects. 

The native Hawaiians took to alcoholic liquor like ducks to water, 
however, and its effect upon them was like that of the microbe of a 
virulent disease in virgin soil. Almost immediately after the process 
of distilling became known, as taught them by shipwrecked convicts 
escaped from Botany Bay, stills were in use all over the islands. It 
is related of Kamehameha I that, although he was a tenmerate man, 
he became drunk upon one occasion, and made such a fool of him- 
self that he thereafter always used a wine glass upon which there 
was a mark from which to drink his liquor, filling it up to that mark^ 
and under no drcumstances drinking any more on that occasion. 
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In 1818, about a jear before his death, having become convinced 
that liquor was injuring his people, Kamehameha called a great 
council of all his chiefs on the island of Hawaii at Kailua, causing 
a large grass. council house to be built for the express purpose of 
holding the meeting with his chiefs therein. Among other subjects 
he brought up for discussion was that of the manufacture and con- 
sumption of liquor. After due consideration with the chiefs he said 
to them : 

I command you, every one, to go home, each to your own district, and destroy 
every liquor still which you find. DistilUng and drinking liquor are tabu from 
this time forward. 

It is further related that the chiefs immediately returned home 
and carried out the king's orders. The council house was there- 
upon, by the king's orders, torn down, so that it might not be used 
for any other purpose, as an indication of the king's opinion of the 
importance of the occasion. A year later, however, he died, and was 
succeeded by his drunken son, who did not long survive, when 
Kaahumanu, his mother, as regent, again proclaimed and enforced 
prohibition. Kamehameha III, on his ascending to the throne, did 
the same thing. In 1838 the law was again enacted, as well as in 
1846. In later years Kamehameha IV, a heavy drinker himself, 
upheld prohibition for his people. In 1865 the legislature proposed 
to repeal the prohibition law, but Kamehameha V sent for his min- 
isters and the leaders in the legislature and said, " I will never 
sign the death warrant for my people." But in 1882 it was Kala- 
kaua, whose drinking habits w^ere the cause of his undoing and 
hastened his death, who forced a repeal through the legislature. 
But though under Kalakaua, Liliuokalani, and the republic there 
were saloons, yet the number was limited to a few clubs, there being 
not more than six or seven in the city of Honolulu, where now there 
are 50 or more. 

During all these years, when this interesting people were emerging 
from barbarism and were rapidly becoming civilized, with good 
schools established, prosperous churches organized, and the rulers 
seeking to develop the welfare of their people and to protect the 
little kingdom from the many evils which assailed it, there is no 
more pathetic fact in all history than their struggle with the liquor 
traffic. Other nations were bound to victimize these weaker people 
of the Pacific Islands — all for the sake of commercial greed. Espe- 
cially was this true of France, who sent her man-of-war and more 
than once landed an armed force and compelled the Kamehamehas, 
at the point of the bayonet, to permit the landing of French brandies 
and wines for commercial purposes. England also joined with 
France in this disgraceful demand. Once the Hawaiian flag went 
down and the Union Jack went up. For years and years these pow- 
erless chiefs were harried and bullied by- the then two strongest 
Christian nations of the world. Indeed^ once in the reign of Kame- 
hameha III so intense and acute had this struggle for self-preserva- 
tion become that a formal cession of the islands to the care of the 
United States was executed by the Government, and the document 
was sent to Washington, in case the French should take possession 
of Hawaii by force. An American and Hawaiian flag were sewed 
together with the Stars and Stripes on top, with orders that the 
same should be hoisted in the palace yard the moment that the 
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French landed their troops. When the Secretary of State, Daniel 
Webster, heard of the French persecution of Hawaiian chiefs, all 
on account of their desire to abqlish their regulations of the liquor 
traffic, it is reported that Mr. Webster said, '* I hope that the French 
will not take possession of Hawaii; but if they do under such cir- 
cumstances as reported they will be dislodged, if my advice is taken, 
if it takes the whole power of the United States to do it." 

Again, at the time of the annexation of Hawaii to the United 
States, the people of these islands petitioned the Federal Govern- 
ment for such legislation as would prohibit opium, gambling, and 
the liquor traffic. Congress granted the prohibition of opium and 
gambling and also of the liq[uor traffic. This is a matter of record. 
It is so stated in the organic act, and it was the intention of Con- 
gress, that there should be no exception to that law. Unfortunately, 
however, in the committee appointed for final reference, a clause 
was inserted immediately following this provision, to wit, "except 
that which may be provided for by laws enacted by the government 
of the Territory of Hawaii." And so, while the intention of the 
Federal Government at that time was to acquiesce with the wish 
of the Hawaiian people as formerly expressed in this regard, the 
clause referred to was inserted and has become the death knell of 
thousands upon thousands of the helpless natives. 

The present liquor law now effective in Hawaii was passed by the 
legislature at the session of 1907, and by its provision the sole power 
and authority to grant, refuse, suspend, revoke, regulate, and con- 
trol liquor licenses in each county is vested in a board of license com- 
missioners, composed of five members, appointed by the governor. 
- Our liquor conditions, therefore, depend almost entirely upon the 
personnel of this board, and when it is remembered that the governor 
is forbidden by law to appoint " any one to membership who is iden- 
tified or connected with the promotion of any temperance or anti- 
saloon organization, league, association of any kind," we can easily 
understand this board clothed with unusual powers of administra- 
tion may or may not promote the interests of temperance reform. 

At the present time there are in the Territory the following licensed 
liquor places: 

Island of Kauai: Wholesale - 7 

Island of Maui : 

Wholesale ^ 5 

Hotels . 2 

Restaurants I 1 

Saloons ^ - 7 

Manufacturing ; 2 

17 

Island of Hawaii : 

Hotels 4 

Wholesale 12 

Saloons 27 

43 

Island of Oahu: 

Wholesale 22 

Saloons 27 

Hotels 5 

Restaurants 3 

Sake shops 2 

Beer garden at Schofleld Barracks . 1 

60 

127 
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The statistics of Hawaii's drink bill for 1913 are as follows: 

Msiinland importations $825, 000 

Local brewery sales 375,000 

Local sake 200, 000 

Local wine growers 100, 000 

European importations 285, 000 

Grand total 1, 785,000 

As the retailer must get his share in the gains, it is safe to double, 
at least, this amount, since profits on liquors run from 30 per cent, 
say, on some of the high-grade goods up to 300 per cent for draft 
beer making an amount ot at least $3,570,000 a year spent for liquor 
in this Territory, which for a population of 223,000 comprises an 
unusually large per cent. 

There is a steady increase of murders and manslaughter cases in 
Hawaii out of all proportion with the population. The jails and 
penitentiary are full to overflowing. A former prison parole system 
has been enforced purposely to care for the overflow. The Govern- 
ment is now building a larger Territorial prison in the suburbs of 
Honolulu. The Boy's Eeform School is crowded to its utmost ca- 
pacity. There are 93 girls in the Girls' Eeform School. The super- 
intendent of both schools affirm that in most all cases the boys and 
girls are the children of drunken, helpless parents. The girls are an 
easy prey to designing men. Liquor-licensed restaurants, too often 
run by Orientals, are the houses of assignation in which such friend- 
ships are formed, resulting in social vice. There is a red-light dis- 
trict in Honolulu just back of the penitentiary and near the center of 
the oriental and Hawaiian districts where at present, by actual count, 
110 women are engaged in the business of prostitution under police 
protection, with official medical examination, and in violation of the 
statutes of Hawaii. This district is a constant menace to our Ameri- 
can soldiers. Liquor and the social vice go hand in hand. Crimes 
abound. Judge Clarence W. Ashford, of the first district court of 
Honolulu, formerly an opponent of prohibition but now an ardent 
advocate of the movement, states that fully 80 per cent of the cases 
tried in his busy court are directly traceable to drink as the primary 
cause. The judge, in sentencing a murdered to the penitentiary for 
life imprisonment, once stated : " The keys of the penitentiary hang 
on the outside of the door of every saloon throughout the country." 

A cablegram was sent by former Gov. Walter F. Frear to Prince 
Kuhio at the time of the Curtis bill, providing a plebiscite for 
Hawaii, as follows [reading:] 

HoNOLVLT', Fehniarjf JO, 1910. 
Hon. .T. K. Kalanianaole, 

Washington, D .C. 

Prohibition sentiment growing here, but many oppose Federal legislation be- 
cause they fear it may prove entering wedge for further Federal legislation 
inimical to local government, or because they believe development of self- 
government question should be fought out locally. I think prohibition or fur- 
ther restriction by Territorial action preferable If feasible, though doubtful as 
to its feasibility, and realizing practical advantages of Federal legislation be- 
cause immediate and more effective. The possibility of prohibition by Federal 
action will have a salutary effect here In strengthening prohibition forces and 
checking audacity and pernicious activity of some of the liquor Interests. 

(Signed) Walter F. Freab. 

Mr. Wadman. The ex-governor in this dispatch voices the opinion 
of nearly all of the leaders of public opinion in Hawaii. The Oivic 
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Federation of Honolulu cabled the chairman of the committee to 
whose care and consideration the House had assigned the Curtis bill 
as follows [reading:] 

Honolulu Civic Federation, a popular body, voicing the strong sentiment of 
Territory favoring prohibition by congressional action, unanimously earnestly 
petitions your committee to report Curtis bill favorably and urges Congress to 
enact stringent Federal prohibition of liquor traffic for Hawaii. 

Castle, President. 

The Honolulu Social Science Association, easily the first of island 
societies in point of ability, learning, and activity, cabled its approval 
in the following words [reading] : 

Honolulu Social Science Association indorses Federal prohibition liquor traffic 
for Hawaii and Federal enforcement thereof. 

Hartwell, Chief Justice. 

Castle, President Civil Federation. 

Alexander, Historian of Hawaii. 

Thurston, President Hawaiian Gazette Co. 

HoRNE, Pi^esident Kamehameha Schools. 

Whitney, Circuit Court Judge. 

Scott, Principal High School 

ScuDDER, Minister, Central Union Church. 

Mr. Wadman. Under date of January 3, 1914, a communication 
was addressed to the honorable chairman and members of the Com- 
mittee on Territories of the House of Representatives, as follows 
[reading] : 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Dear Sirs : Inasmuch as many letters and petitions were formerly sent to 
the members of botli of the houses of legislature when certain bills relating to 
temperance legislation were pending and not wishing by mere repetition to bur- 
den the honorable members of the present committee appointed to consider what 
is known as the Gronna bill, we, the undersigned citizens of Hawaii, beg here- 
with to assure you of the fact that the same conditions still prevail in our Ter- 
ritory as were then described, and that the respectable people of the islands, 
including the better elements of the native Hawaiians as well as the Asiatics, 
unite with us in the earnest hope that our Territory may yet be placed under a 
Federal law for the prohibition of the liquor traffic. 

We are confident that such a law would result in the general good of the 
islands, especially of the native Hawaiians, who are the most helpless victims of 
the traffic and who at the time of the last effort to secure Federal prohibition 
forwarded several hundreds of letters supplicating enactment of the same. Nor 
would we be unmindful of the welfare of the many thousi^nds of American 
soldiers stationed here on these islands and who are particularly exposed to the 
terrible temptations arising from the prevalence of the legalized liquor traffic 
at their very doors. In this petition we know from reliable sources of informa- 
tion that we voice the sentiment of many of the officers at the various posts as 
well as the general himself at present in command of all the forces. 
With high respect, we are, gentlemen. 
Your obedient servants, 

G. P. Castle, J. P. Oioke, John Waterhouse, W. D. Westervelt, F. C. 
Atherton, P. C. Jones, A. F. Griffiths, WiUiam A. Bowen, F. J. 
Lowrey, Doremus Scudder, George R. Carter, Richard H. Trent, 
Perley L. Home, Gilbert J. Waller, WiUiam L. W^hitney, William 
G. Hall, A. F. Cooke, David C. Peters, Henry H. Parker, S. K. 
Kamiopili, H. K. Poepoe, Sanford B. Dole, J. M. Whitney, Theo- 
dore Richards, Curtis P. laukea, William Yap Kwai Fong. Ho 
Fon, Richard A. Cooke, B. Hayashi, T. Ozawa, Syngman Rhee, 
W. G. Santos, A. H. R. Veiira, Anna C. Dole, Ida M. Pope, Mary 
S. Whitney, Mary Dillingham Frear, Juliette M. Atherton, Alice 
C. Jordan, Mary Atherton Richards. 

Mr. Wadman. Anyone at all acquainted with the people of Hono- 
lulu knows full well that the above list represents the leading business 
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and professional interests of the city, both among the Anglo-Saxons 
as well as the other nationalities. 

The entire press of the Territory is enthusiastically committed 
to the movement. If time and space permitted, leading editorials 
could here be quoted substantiating this statement. The medical 
society, basing its conclusions upon actuary statistics furnished by 
the board of health, having gone upon record again and again as to 
the widespread and deadly prevalence of tuberculosis among the 
natives, attributing the primary cause to be the use of intoxicating 
liquor, is also intelligently in favor of prohibition. The whole edu- 
cational force of the Territory is also with the reform. The 32,000 
school children would vote for prohibition to-day if they had the 
opportunity, many thousands of them having taken a total-abstinence 
pledge and organized a Lincoln-Lee Legion. As on the mainland, 
the industrial plants are greatly in favor of the overthrow of the 
liquor traffic. So are the sugar plantations, the steamship lines, the 
pineapple factories, the coffee interests, etc. And in all these inter- 
esting and progressive movements the varied nationalities repre- 
sented in Hawaii would vie with each other in a joyful celebration 
in the event of the closing of all saloons by Federal law. 

Permit me to file with the committee some extracts from the daily 
papers of Honolulu, together with copies of certain parts of official 
reports, including that of the governor of the Territory, the chief 
justice, the president of the board of health, bearing on the condi- 
tions growing out of drimkenness and crime on the Hawaiian Islands. 

The Chairman. You may file the editorials with the committee 
and insert in the record a synopsis of same. 

(The synopsis of the editorials referred to are here printed in 
full, as follows:) 

1. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, January 14, 1916, entitled "Price of Iwllei 
and booze." This article refers to the disgraceful scandal which took place at 
the red-light district January 13, 1916. 

2. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, January 26, 1916, entitled " BasebaU and 
booze." 

3. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, January 31, 1916, entitled "Booze versus 
People," being a monthly review of crime and drunkenness in Honolulu during 
February, 1916. 

4. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, February 2, 1916, entitled "Who gains.*' 
This is a strong argument in favor of prohibition for reasons of economy. 

5. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, February 4, 1916, entitled "How it works,'' 
being a plea for prohibition on account of the economic experiences of dry 
States on the mainland. 

6. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, March 1, 1916, entitled " Booze in February,*' 
being a review of the crime committed in Honolulu during the month of Feb- 
ruary owing to liquor. 

7. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, March 3, 1916, entitled " Booze and the sol- 
dier," a plea for efficiency in military equipment. 

8. Editorial, Dally Star-Bulletin, March 7, 1916, entitled "Prohibition and 
Hawaii,'* a prophecy that prohibition is surely coming to the islands. 

9. Editorial, Dally Advertiser, April 1, 1916, entitled " Hawaii's March booze 
bill," the opening sentence of which reads: "The graveyard and the prisons 
received their usual average contribution for King Booze during the month 
just closed, as follows." 

10. Editorial, Daily Advertiser, May 2, 1916, entitled "Murder, assault 
misery/' being a record of the crime committed throHgh drink for the month 
of April, showing that there were 119 arrests for drunkenness In Honolulu dur- 
ing that period. 
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Mr. Wadman. I also wish to place on file with the committee copies 
of the Daily Advertiser and Star-Bulletin, of Honolulu, both dated 
June 18, 1915, containing full account of the scandal exposed in con- 
nection with the Honolulu brewery investigation before the board of 
licensed commissioners, a scandal which shocked the entire com- 
munity, following which an indictment by the grand jury compelled 
the manager to flee to Mexico, where he still, it is said, hides in 
secrecy. 

Also clippings from the same papers dated January 14 and 15 last 
referring to the disgraceful scenes at Iwilei, w hich the drunken negro 
soldiers precipitated. 

I also wish to file w^ith the committee certain extracts frOm our 
governor's report to the Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C, 
dated Jime 30, 1915, bearing on the crime and drink conditions of 
the islands. This report shows that the total number of prisoners of 
all classes confined within the territorial prisons for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1915, was 475, or an increase of 123 over the previous 
year, and the total amount spent in the upkeep of the prisons for the 
same period was $55,228.09. It also shows that the number of cases 
tried in the juvenile court of Honolulu for the same year was 550, 
and of these 486 were dialinquent, 226 being Hawaiian or part Ha- 
w^aiian boys and girls. The report also states that we have in the 
Territory 366 Federal liquor-licensed establishments paying into the 
Internal Revenue Department an annual total of $82,763.47. 

I also file certain extracts from the report of the president of the 
Board of Health of Hawaii, dated June 30, 1915, in regard to the 
number of deaths w^hich occurred during the year then ending and 
the diseases prevailing. The report shows that the total number of 
deaths for the fiscal year ending w^as 3,556, with an average death 
rate of 15.38. In this table it is shown that the death rate among 
the Hawaiians is 39.82, or nearly 40 per cent. The report also shows 
that the number of tubercular patients is 237, with the Hawaiians 
greatly in the lead, comprising one-third of the total. 

Also an extract or two from the report of the chief justice of the 
Territory made to the local legislature, covering the years 1913-14, 
regarding the increase of crime and drunkenness. This report shows 
that the total number of all cases tried in the courts of the Territory 
for the period named was 31,686, being an increase of 2,498. The 
total number of convictions in criminal cases was 18,392, or an in- 
crease of nearly 44 per cent over the preceding biennial period, while 
the increase of population was only 30 per cent. Among the con- 
victions there were 292 for violation of liquor laws as compared with 
150 for the preceding period. Of the 18,392 cases tried in all courts 
2,639 were Hawaiians, and out of the total of 1,927 convictions for 
drunkenness 525 were Hawaiians. 

I wish to file an article, also, clipped from the Daily Advertiser, 
dated August 22, 1915, entitled " Blood town," referring to the scan- 
dalous liquor conditions which obtain in the vicinity of Schofield 
Barracks, Wahiawa, Oahu. 

Also an article of the Daily Advertiser, May 28, 1916, containing 
a report of a committee made to the annual convocation of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church of Hawaii, attended by 200 clergymen and 
laymen representing all parts of the islands, in regard to the moral 
conditions now obtaining in the Territory, and stating in effect that 
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drink is the cause of a large majority of the crimes committed 
throughout the islands. The rrotestant Episcopal Church is known 
to be one of the most careful and conservative religious bodies, and 
the report mentioned is interesting on that account. After referring 
to the riot which took place in the segregated district of Iwilei, 
January last, with all its shock to our respectable citizens, the report 
states [reading] : 

During the year 1915 there were 385 arrests made for drunkenness in Hono- 
lulu, with 372 convictions. During the last 3 months there have hoen on an 
average 142 persons a month taken to the ix)lice station for drnnkenness alone, 
and of these 142 there has been an average of 25 a montli convicted for the 
same. It is the opinion that a great nuiny youTi.-:: Hawirlians would never be 
tempted to go astray if it w^ere not possible for tlunu to get liquor. After 
taking a glass of wine or some other mixture they fall into other temptations 
in the downward path of immorality. 

I beg herewith also to file petitions from 4,187 of our citizens in 
favor of the bill now pending, signed by representatives of all classes 
and nationalities, as follows : 

Hawaiians 1, 825 

Anglo-Saxons 719 

Japanese 394 

Chinese 210 

Filipinos .: 226 

Portuguese 184 

Hawaiian-Chinese 166 

Koreans ^ 125 

Mixed 338 

Total 4,187 

Mr. Wadman. May I also add that since January last, so far as 
we have been able to keep count, fully 3,000 personal letters have 
been written Congressmen and Senators in favor of a prohibition 
bill, the larger number being by the natives themselves, a sample 
of which I should like to read at this time, as follows [reading] : 

Dear Sib: As a Hawaiian child, born and bred on these beautiful islands 
of the sea, the paradise of the Pacific, whom are so dear to me, and more 
especially the people of my own race, the Hawaiians, and for their salvation, as 
well as for other nationalities in this country, which are a part of our great 
United States of America, I respectfully beg to submit herewith my opinion in 
regard to the liquor in this country and its race : 

1. Ninety-six years ago, according to our history, there were 200,000 people 
then, and to-day only 25,000 in full-blooded Hawaiians; the great cause of 
their loss was liquor. 

2. I am at the age of 48i years old now, and could remember correctly back 
35 years, when I was but a boy 13 or 14 years old, and remember the day 
w^hen the liquor was allowed to the Hawaiians. 

3. I am sure at that time the Hawaiians were more than 60,000 in number, 
and now I'm sorry to say, only 25,000. I say liquor was the great cause of their 
loss. 

4. Out of my own experience through it for about 8 or 10 years I know 
exactly what I am talking about, but have left it over 20 years ago, and for 
the sake of my poor Hawaiians I stand firm for prohibition every time. 

5. I take the responsibilities on to my own self to fight against liquor at any 
time, and everybody else ought to have done the same, so as to save the few 
handful of Hawaiians that are at present, for most of them do not really 
know what they are doing. 

6. Therefore it is up to me, who know better, to do all I can for the helpless, 
dear, poor Hawaiians, for they are dying more and faster than they are giving 
birth, and all because of liqtior. 

7. Other nationalities in this country which outnumber the Hawaiians could 
afford to die by the hundreds^ for they give births by the thousands. 
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8. I do earnestly hope that the day will soon come for prohibition. Take 
this deadly poison away from us, please, and we will be saved ; otherwise before 
very long we will be no more a race In our own dear land. Again, please do 
stop this curse of our land. 
Aloha oe, 

S. K Kamaiopili. 
Honolulu, Hawah, April 1, 1916, 

Mr. Wadman. In conclusion it should be noted that this bill, if 
enacted, so far from being an infringement upon our rights of local 
self-government and obnoxious to our citizens, will be received with 
great favor by the vast majority of the same and proved in the end 
to be the solution of a national problem by the Federal authorities, 
with whom we feel the responsibility rests, since the liquor traffic 
itself was virtually forced upon us at the time of our annexation to 
the United States. 

In the passage, therefore, of this bill Congress will simply be 
doing what it actually intended to do at that time. Moreover, a 
Federal law as this bill provides will be enforced, like several other 
such statutes, by the Federal officers and its violations punished by 
the Federal court. These officers, as well as the court, have a much 
higher standing in the general opinio^ of the community than Ter- 
ritorial officers and courts have, owing to the local conditions which 
give color to our elections and influence the selection of our jurors 
as well as the appointment of our executive officers. 

And so, while I heartily thank you gentlemen . for this courtesy 
and your patient attention to this statement, I do sincerely hope and 
pray that you may see your way clear to report the bill favorably 
to the honorable Senate and kindly do what you can to secure its 
ultimate passage. 

The Chairman. The committee will now liear Dr. Dinwiddie. 

STATEMENT OF DR. EDWIN C. DINWIDDIE, SUPERINTENDENT OF 

THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE BUREAU. 

Dr. Dinwiddie. Mr. Chairman, it is not my intention to make an 
extended speech in behalf of the Senate bill No. 3072, by Mr. Gronna, 
of North Dakota, providing prohibition in the Territory of Hawaii. 
I have never been in Hawaii, and therefore my information concern- 
ing conditions in those islands was not secured at first hand. Be- 
sides this, there is present this morning, as you know, Dr. John W. 
Wadman, superintendent of the work of our Anti- Saloon League in 
Hawaii, and who has long been a resident of those islands and is 
thoroughly familiar with conditions throughout them. I shall, 
therefore, simply content myself by putting the large and Nation- 
wide constituency which I have the honor to represent in behalf of 
temperance legislation at Washington on record as heartily favoring 
prohibition for the Hawaiian Islands and as earnestly beseeching 
your committee, if you can at all see your way clear to do so, to 
make early and favorable report of this bill to the Senate. 

I learn that a very great change in public sentiment has occurred 
in the islands during recent years. Interests which opposed prohibi- 
tion a few years ago are now favorable to its enactment, and it is 
believed that prohibition would prove a wonderful moral and mate- 
rial blessing to the islands, as it has done in so many of the States 
of the Federal Union. Without further elaboration upon my part, 
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permit me in closing to bespeak an early and favorable report of 
the bill to the Senate, and I am sure that you will earn and receive 
the gratitude of good people throughout the country, who look upon 
this measure not merely as a prohibition proposition per se, but as a 
measure for the protection and perpetuation of a delightful race of 
people, but who, nevertheless, like other races, are strongly suscepti- 
ble to the ravages of intoxicating drinks. 

STATEMENT OF DK. GLABENCE TRUE WILSON, GENERAL SECRE- 
TART OF THE BOARD OF TEMPERANCE, PROHIBITION, ANB 
PUBLIC MORALS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Dr. Wilson. Mr. Chairman, we come to you representing the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States, with its confer- 
ences extending around the world. At the general conference of this 
body held in Saratoga May last our missionaries reported that the 
Hawaiian Islands are being systematically exploited by the liquor 
interests of this country, and not only the natives but the settlers 
from all lands, the tourists, and the soldiers are being debauched by 
rum and the evil influences attending it. When the United States 
(xovernment took possession, it was a sober and healthy land, but we 
forced the liquor traffic upon them and the kindred vices that always 
accompany it ; and to-day its 127 saloons and three times that many 
illegal places are mowing down its people as before the scythe of the 
reaper. Then there were 200,000 natives, now less than 25,000, and 
it is a dying race, debauched by our rum and our syphilis, that 
stretches up its hands to us and cries for mercy and protection at 
our hands. There will be no natives to speak of in a few more dec- 
ades, unless the ravages of our civilization can be stayed. The only 
thing that can save a remnant is prohibition of the liquor traffic, the 
white slavers' deadly trade, and the social evil, and when the resolu- 
tion petitioning Congress to save those islands was presented at our 
general conference, there was a rising vote in which every one of the 
870 delegates prayed your body to come to the rescue of this beauti- 
ful island dependency and especially to its native inhabitants, who 
are the wards of our Christian Nation. Surely, with the prohibition 
march of victories around the whole world ; with China prohibiting 
opium and Russia gone dry on vodka ; with Iceland, Norway, Sweden, 
and Finland climbing on the water wagon, and five nations of Eu- 
rope — France, Holland, Switzerland, Denmark, and Belgium — pro- 
hibiting absinthe; Canada having a joy ride on the water wagon, 
except Quebec ; with 26 States of the Union that have already given 
decisive votes for a dry law and a dry administration, it is time our 
Federal Government got into step with the onward march and moral 
progress of the greatest civic reform and at least saved its island 
possession from the curse of rum. 

STATEMENT OF MBS. MAEOAEET DYE ELLIS, SITPEEINTENDENT 

OF LEGISLATION, NATIONAL W. C. T. U. 

Mrs. Ellis. We are here to represent the National Woman's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union. This organization, upward of 400,000 
women of the United States, has the deepest interest in the welfare 
of our dependencies, and most earnestly urge a favorable report on 
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the part of this committee of a prohibitory law for Hawaii, Porto 
Rico, and the Philippines. 

That there is the greatest need of a law prohibiting the manufac- 
ture, sale, and importation of intoxicating liquor into the Hawaiian 
Islands, has been fully shown this morning by the testimony of Dr. 
Wadman. 

Last spring I filed with Senator Shafroth, chairman of this com- 
mittee, a statement concerning the need existing in Porto Rico for 
such a law. And we women, representing a great body of interested 
women, most respectfully present our plea at this time. 

We wish to present a letter from one of the bishops of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, addressed to the Congress of the United 
States, in which the writer sets forth very clearly the conditions 
which he personally investigated in Hawaii. 

The Chairman. The letter will be printed in the record. 

(The letter referred to is here printed in full as follows:) 

Episcopal Uesidence, 
Ji35 Buchanan Street, San Francisco, Cat. 

To our Congressmen and Senators. 

Geni%emen : It has been my privilege to visit several times the Hawaiian 
Islands. I have had many hours for close observation of our native Hawaiian 
and mixed Hawaiian peoples at Honolulu and elsewhere. I haVe seen feu- 
sights more pitiable than the sight of the ravages wrought among these kindly 
and generous people by strong drink. I fully believe that one of the blackest 
in our country's record is seen in the way in which we have permitted 
ourge to go on among the people of this gentle race, 
not believe that any right-minded or any right-hearted Member of our 
National Congress could possibly visit the islands and see the devastation that 
has been wrought witljout giving a hearty vote for the utter prohibition of the 
strong-drink traffic in the Hawaiian Islands. I simply feel that it would not be 
possible for me to overstate the matter. 
Sincerely, 

(Signed) Edwin H. Hughes. 

The Chairman. If no one else desires to be heard, the committee 
will now adjourn. 

(Thereupon at 12 o'clock m. the committee adjourned to meet at 
the call of the chairman.) 
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